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Dur . i iscienl and mwesomne Ciod gxists in
mlurhul'ptﬂn-uﬂmﬁ.p.llhi-lh:mﬁ Gooed, weoerthyy o all praise and
wiarship ol the entire creation over the millennin. ﬁmhmhumﬂmﬂﬂihi
all parts of the workd. Imdia, being & country of dvens: religions, langusges and culture, has sooees of
umicpes apiriual songs in abmet sl regional languages of the country. OF thom the Hindusthard of the
Enrth sl the Camatic masshe of the south have their rightful place in this bkegacy.

Tamil Christian Keerthanai (Soegs of Praisc) are devotional Christian songs in Tamil. They are
lhbnhu]mu'i}ﬁﬂ"hwmjbrTmhinHnﬂllh.‘ntuthmhlmlnuimqu
hymre wrinies by Pregestant Tamil Christiss poets. A few of them ase translmions. of Christlian hymes
from ottt langipes. They use the keenthasai form that inchudes the claasical camalic rga (mode) sd
taln {rhythmic cyelel designasions for cach song. Some of ihese mjpas and thalas are followed in Church
praciice, while from the 19405, other keerthanal were adegeed b simpler Western style unes in majer
scale that ily Eacilitated it " nfomgan. These lyrics were writen in the carly stages
ol Protestant Christisity in Indin by composers such as VedansyskamSasiviar who worked under the
Cermam Luthern missionares in the Tanjore srea (likedy the 1 780s on). They were firsi pubslished for
beoad use among the Protestsn denominations snd mission sociclies in 1853 by the Americas
Congregatioaal { ABCFM) missionary Edward Webb, i the bymm book tiled Chrésthars Lyrkes for Public
andf Social Worship. Webh and eight of his catochists spent a couple months Jesming the songs from
VedsayakamSastrier and thess wiasmiled them omlly threughout the wwns md villages of the
Prosestnng missions.
1€ Spimt Thisgara ja, ShyumaSastrigal and Muthuswamy Dikshithar are the trimunthis of K smate music,
VedanaysgamSastriar of Tanjore, Keishrapillsi of Palyambotini, snd M. Sssmel of Trangasbar are the
triumviraie of Tamil Cheistian poess. Thasks b the gospel imerventions of missionaries snd missionsry
organisations, teough whith these great composers were receeilod with he true Maker.




Vedumyagam Sastrisr (§774- 1864

VeudsayuganiSaiiriar was hnhhhﬂ”r.ﬂhnﬂamlﬂmofmnhnf
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wisited Tinnehveli. He ook Vednayagam with him is Tanjose. At that time, Prince Serfegi was ke
‘=udying inder Rev. Swants. Vadanayagem wesr oa 1o shudy Thesiogy ot e Luthersn Semirary in
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Afar cting bes stads, Wedaniyeg: worked in the villages arousd Tumjore. He worked s o
llldipmuuhﬂm-ruhﬂﬁimm ]khpnumchuhnlnﬂ-dmumlﬁm
150 books asd his mos fasseus work i ‘Beshishers Eumaangi', Hin well knowa worgr inchide
“Thandssai Thadhipernc, * Amen Aliciryah, Mahathers Thambars} " andl *Esirvaiye Thedhiss nee
Planaene
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Evamgelical Posts.
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ki liod the " Febaralai' witich Wit “Carand of Prayers® qu—amm
hmmﬁnmhmh? iy He i gharify Choad md b

e Cruripe a far as Brilasks im wpite of persaral ragedies asd sothacks. Hinscagy are sl bemg mng in
Tamd chvarches arad are peeriss i ther ricknerss i mlody.

Hienry Alfred Krishmapillal {1527-1900)

Penny Alfred Krishmapillai vll-known poctin Tamil lusgaage: K rishes Pilai s bom s 18370
Karsiyirepps, Tinmelveli District, Tamil Madu. He was bors iaio as Srihod Hinda family belonging
ummdﬂmmmmm:ﬁ:ﬁmummulhﬂm-
thee willage L biny 1853, be miovad 1o 5 aChnistian hamlst. The ser was fpusdal by

Uk Soxinty for Fropapation m"le'.'-upl'l‘hnn'u—pllu wak appoiniod ar @ Taril iescher by




Bishop Rabert Cadibwedl, b was in 5 st e fint 1 ¢ hristiamty througd his ek
i It Anglicas inthe 5 Thomas Carch is Mylpore. Chensal H

IBerury Arthase thruugh bia bagdism bt e still sewined bis Hindu nasse Crichne Pillal Later is (75, he was

] an s Taml | pundii o Chinch Missionary Socicty (M%) colfiegs a1 Tiraneival

Fovem after his coaversion, e rotsincd ks Hinds samame. Hie wes s el Tirnil ieacher and b

after ki cormveriaoa sought w work o Tamil lierary werka Afier his retesment e wirked on his magmem

o, R lorryer buwtrigan. This weork wax bascd on Jobn Buyan's Pilgrie r Progeess, althoagh net &

tram e, 152 had e the Pugrins Progress eves befiore his conversion asd had plansed w ol the

sy in Tarsl verecs. The work isall ook |6 yoses toaormpbe and is one of fincst works of Tamsil lictar

of the niseteeaih covary, Krishaapdla is well known o use malogics fom Hindu seol in his Chostian

WEENgs.

He BelliB with malaria in §§7%, and thes, with cncoussgemern s his fricrals, he compilod e work inms

e ferm similar o she Toenil Rimaryana, Afler 16 yean, # it a1 954 and idared I

thee rrtedt sigrasant Tarral postry worksof the ninesseath ooy,

Iy sk . i this rusrbe e Ko shirmpili weole several other baoks in Tanil on Christiasity. Althosgh

s o ootrreried Chriatias, be uscd rany snalngies from | {ndutext inhis work: e is sometioes pefemed

o sty Kiswtam, Samm of tha bysum be corepased are still prevalest smonga Taril Prowcsiasis. His

Avmas i sy sl % o5 Tevaram.

Rerv. K. Samuel {1R30-1527)

Bew. N Saru] of Trangisebar (midem Thirn gambadi) wis borm @l Kamial 1R Sepember | K50,

He d by . Hard, Tranquct v mad proaimed on 51w Ogisher |§78 ot Tranquebar,

by svenr |, M. . Schmriz. |He served she Lord as Pastor st Tranguebar, Karsikal Masilessars, Porayar,

Basgaline, Misur Masion sl cetamed e TELAC m sty 1427, Ther b was oodained Professor in

Civirary, Pasoor, Tamil Evaspelicsl Lothemas Chrch [TEL C) He wis abio the finst mesber of e

Leipurig Fvangehcal Lutberan Mimion {I_F.1. 5 ) Crascil,

Mest known amosg hes fynes are “On MeeiparVeyinodirekayileyy™, =SenalpalsKarthany™,

“Seerthini ¥ hey™, and “ChnapadePasi™. He composcd the colloge sony “Andee Pulkarathil
Thongi* asd desgred i ypram ot the Clurund Lusheran Theological College.
{iar of hin rarsest compamii  jrrsmary e Tamjony called “Thangs Payara Fadbam = Another

ok Kl Kmeni™ (The Toddy Kumimsi), where te sirong Jrink il shoir ber gorizs, which sasde e
dnmband blush in dame. His boak Gospel ixicr contaizs 200 songs composnd orepr 2 poriosd of $0 yoam:
M ix pemsera bl i & oasslaned wivo Sur several e by s uike Tarsd | e He wepte several books
on Lethersn history, heelogy, ard practical Chrisssn living. He wite hooks foe children, oo, He was one



of thoss respomai e For the imdation of) bodn f thee N Te
Plost of bis B win spenl in Tranquebar, the linfe pert owa the welcomed siwsionaries like
BarthoiomacaZicgenbaly and Heirich Plischa sont by the king of Denmark in 4706 asd Christian
Friedech Schiwars, p ligse bry Uhe Daminh Moy Sockey in Copanhagen. 1927 in the
Lugheran Adikalarathar Chusch, Py leam, Madrason babn 10:11- 16
Histheclogy was moted in Listhersn Pistism, o ninewed fom of the poss-re firmstion. Mesdlen i ey,
b i well vermed with fhe Bde, uerks. and seachings of Martis Luther 1o was o grel lover of
Spurpeon’s works and was known i Tamil Spurgeon. He was also familier with Walikarien vicws of
Lethernisum. His wllegince was to Cod firm and oaly thes 16 his chenh. When it was time for fhe
‘s mumioranes. o beave India, leavirg the keaderabip on Indian sheubders, i1 was deided dat e
chrarch wsulbd falkow an Fpiscapal famm of cherch goverament. Rev. M. Sarrvaed Felt thest this and mhar
thai ey W B tng 10 the Mehlical model and projesed. When be
readiznd than change wis incvinsble, isthe middle of 19021, be bt T L C tht bie bisd served all b life,
ursd joived he Miasreri Mission. 1l mtumed %0 the TEL.C. in 1927 shonly befiare his death. He
presched bis last werman o 1 oy snd entered Glery i Chiennai on 30 May 1917




Overview of Classical Ragas in Christian Tamil Keerthanaigal

De. Vinohar Stepben and Dr. (Mrs). Sharmila Sizphen

Imirislustion

Tamil Christian “Keerthemaigal”, also means “Songs of Praise’ e devetional Christian
songs i Tamil, They are also referred 1o s ‘kirtis” or “Tyncs'. These sre mosdy a collection of
indigencess hymas wrinen by Tamil Christion poets. A few of them are translations of Christian
hymns from other languages. They use the kirti form that includes the classical kemnmsk (o
Camatic) raga (mode) and iala (shythmic cycled designations for each song.
Histary of Christian Tamil Keerthanaigal

WVedanayagam Sastrisr of Tanjore, H & Krishaapillsi of Palyamkotts, and N. Samuel of
Tranaquebas are the thiee lymcasts who fomed the mumvirsie of anciens Tamsl Christian poets.
The hymns of Christian Tamil Keerthanaigal are widely used in worship services by the South
Indizn Churches of sraditional denominations. The richness of the Temil Classical music snd
lyrics of the songs instantly induce Tervor in the worship. The reverence in the songs ts ferher
augmented by iheir pleasing melodies,

Vedonayagam Sasiriar was bom on the Tih of Sepiember, 1774, the first son of Mr.
Devesahayam. & native of Tiunelvell. Rev. Swan: mensored him besides Prince Serfosi in
Tanjore. Vedanayagam Sastrar suthored 133 books and his most famous work was “Bethlshem
Kurwanji®, When his former classmate, Prince Senfofi became king of Tanjore and
¥edanavagam was appoanicd a8 the official courl poet. Vedanoysgam wos conferred various
fitles such 55 ‘Cinansdeeps Kavirayar”, Vieda Sastrigal snd ‘Suvisesha Kaviravar'. Henry Alfred
Krishmapilloh (1327-1900) was a0 well-known Tamul poet from Karsiyiruppu, appoisted s a
Teemnil Schodar st Charch Missicnary Sociery (CMS) college 2 Tirunelveli. His masterwork was
“Rachanys Y aarigam™ which s sl one of finest works of Tamil litersture of the nineteenth
century. His Christian keenhssaigal are very populsr, Rev, M, Samuel (18 September 1850 - 20
May 1927) was o famous poet and author of masy Tamil Christian Keerthanaigal. He was the
first Indian professor in the Theologicsl Cellege in Tranquehar. Dr. Abraham
Pandithar (|859-191%9) was o Temil clssical mussc onginaior and a tradisonsl medicine
practifioner from Tinmeleeli, who is celebrated for bes patronage of ausnerous Tamil Chrstian
Keerthanaigal and his inflsential siudies oomceming the ongins ssd ¢volmion of raditons
Tamil music in his two volumes of “Kanunamita Sagarem®, Mr. John Palmer (1812-1883)
from Kanysk i distriet is wdered as ome of the best Chrstian lyric poets. The following
are some of his extremely popular mmd] Christian keerthansigal: “Bethalaiyil Firanthavarmi™
(Guubpssandds dnbfaunn dundad gal), “Osanna Pedevom® {g-m u-pﬂun]. “Innatil
¥ thar Upirthar (g i 3 T pathiyae” (s
ApnsanfSa) and 50 many others,
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Clussienl Carmatic Ragas: Melakariha & Janys Hagas

Clissical mmsic form of Scuth India, such s Carnatlc music has a long history in Tamal
Made, Swars, Tals and Rags are the imponss! musical fomcepls described in detail in classical
music. MEJakarta is a collsction of Nendsmental mgas (musscal scales) in Camatic music (South
Imdisn classical music). Mlakarra ragas are parcm ragas (hence knowm s juraka magas) from
which other ragas may be generassd.

Each milsbarra raga has & different scabe, This scheme eavisapes the lower Sa (Keegh
Shadja), upper Sa (Mol Shadja) sad Pa { Peschama) a8 fined swaras, with due Ma (dadiyama)

having two varianis and the remaiming swaras Ri (Rivhabha), On (Gonahaora), Dha (Dhadvana)
and Wi (Michasadiy) s having thiee varians eache
This leads w T2 combinatons (scales = Aok & Awarch b mefesred b
the Mjakarne mges o given in the following few examples:
hela
Arohansm Avarohansm Namme Ragn
Mmmbir
SRICIMIPDINIS SNIDIPMIOLRLS Kazakan gi —l
SRIGIMILP DN N5 SMIDIPMIGLRLS Rathnan'g: F
SRIGIMIPDI NI 5 SMIDIPMIGIRIS i hi E]
SRIGIMIPDINIS SMNIDIPMIGIRIS Thasanmpi i
SRIGIMIPDINIS SHIDIPMIGIRIS Senavathi 7
SRIGIMIFDINIS SMIDIPMIGIRIS Dheauka 9
SRIGIMIPDINIS SMIDZPMIGIRIS Natakapriys 11
SRIGIMIPOINIS SNIDIPMIGIRES Muraranjani Fe]
SRIGIMIPDN WIS SKIDIPMiGIRES Charuleshi M
SRIGIMIPDINIS SHIDIPMIGIRZS Somn gi n
SHGIMPDINIS SO PMIGIRES Harkambbop =~ | -
SREIGIMIPDINIS SNIDIPMIGIRY S Yagapriva i
SRIGIMIPDN NI5 SMIDIPMIGIRIS Rigavandiaz 7
SRIGMIPDINIS SHIDIPMIGIRIS Gan geyvabhushani I
SRIGIMIPDONIS SHIDEPMIGIRAS Vagadhisvari M
SRIGIMZPDN NI S SNID] PMIGIRLS Salagmm 3T
SRIGIMAPDI KIS SMIDIPMIGIRLS Jalarv vari L
SRIGIMIPDI NIS SNIDIPMIGIRLS lalavarsh 9 |
SRIGIMIPDANIS SNIDIPMIGIRIS Mavemitham 40 |




SREG2MIPDINES SNI DI PMIGIRLS Cavassheathi | a9
SHIG2MIPDINIS SNIDIPMIC2RIE Bhavapriva Er)
| SREGZMIPDINIS | SMIDIPMICGRRIS | Shobhsparibuvesali | 45
| SRACRMQPDENIS L SMIDSPMICRRLE L Sedimidemuyini 1 46 |
SR ON ML P NS SN[l PTG R2S Kanthamam 6l |
SRTGMMDPIDI NS SMIDIPMIGIRIS Rishabhapriys )
SRIGIMIPDINIS SMIDIPMICGIRIS Lathasgi & |
SHIGIMIPDENIS | SMIDZPMIONE2S Vachaspathi &
SRIGIMI PIDI NS SHIDIPMIGIRIE Suchaiithis 1]
SRAGIMIPDINZS SKIDNPMICGIRIS Iyothisvarupini | ]
| SRIGIMIPDINGS | SNIDIPMIGIEDS | Dhanuvaedbeni &
LSRAMIMIPDENZS SNIDZPMIGIRSS Paribcn bowishan| n

Jamya Regas

Janya rages sre Casatic music rgas derived from the fundamental set of 72 ragas called
Melakartn ragas, by the permutation and combination of the wariows ascending and desconding

ires

Archansm Avarchansm Mels Janya rugms
SRISGIMIPINMNIS SMNZDPMIGIRLS

SRIMIFINS SHZSPDIMIFRIGIRIS

SHIGIFDN 5 SDIPGIRIS

'_ﬂ_!;l,;ﬁ_ll’!'-l‘li SNIDIPMI QORISR

N2, 5 RIGEMIPDI M2 MIDEPMIGIRISND,

SRIGIMIGIPDINZS HNIDIFMIGIRISNZIS

SREIGIMIPINSNIS

SDIPMICIRIS

SRIEPME

SMNIMDMPEIRLS

IMIFPNIS

SMIFPMIGIRIS

SEIMIGIMIPDIS

SDHPMICIRLE

SRI1GIMILPNIS

EMIPFMIGIRLS

SRIGIMIDINIS ENID2MILGIRIS
SRIMIPING SDEPMIGIRIS
| SRLMIPDZS SDIFMICISRIS
£ B2 ML P D 2 S % B2 D4 M) 052 2§
| SRENEMIPDIPNDS SMADZPMIGIR2S
| SRICIMIPDINIS | SNIDH PMIGZRIE
SCMACIMIPIOPNIDINIS | SNIDEFMIGIRI S
| SEIMIFDIN2S SNIDI PMIGIR2E
| SRIGEMIPDINISE | SPMIGIRDS

SRIMIPMIS

SMaDERPMIGIRS




SRIGIMIDNIS SNIPMICZMLREDS 22| Kansds
SOZRIGIMIPDDS SDIPMIGIRIS 22

SEIGAPD2S SD2PGIRTS 28 | Mohans

| SRICIPNIS SN2PONRIS 2% | Vina vmdhing
SEGIPD2S SNIDIPMIGIR2ZS 2% | Bilshsri
SRIGIMIPDINIS SDZPGIRIS 2 | Gurudadhvasi |
SRIGIMIPDIPNIE SDEPMIEIS 19 | Jamaranjuni
5GP M D2 NS SDTPMIGIMIEINLS 1 | Kansads

| SRIGIMIDIMNLE | SMIDOMIGARIS 53 | Hamsanandhi |
SEIGIMIPNIS 5N P M3 GI RS 37 | Sedhdbarags |
SEICIMIPDIS S DI PMIOIRD & 58 | Vijayanagsri
SGIMIPMNIS SMIDIPMIGERAS 59 | Madbvanibs

| SRIGEMIDIS SHIDZMIGISRIGLS . 5% | Ranjani
SPMIPDIMIS SNIDZPMINGIPM | RIS 45 | Humirkalyssi
SRIGIPDZS £ MY [ P MG RIS 45 | Mobsnakalyenl |
B2 O3PMIPI2S EDIPMIPGIRZS 65| Yamumakalyssd |

Expression of Raga and Tala in Tamil Christian Keerthanaigal as examples:

Conclusien »

The singing and instrumental playing of classical ragas expeessad in Tamil Christian
Krerthanaigal through varlous ‘Tala' such s Adi tala, Bk inln, Atn iala, Tiera Fka tala, Rupaka
Tala, Chige Tala seed Khanda Chapu fala is an everlusting besssiful axperience!!!

Fus. the authors are novices in the classical Tamil music, and have recently started o
mppreciate the depih and bresdh of the field. They have freely used nsmerus sricles weimen oa
ﬁ:l"h#ﬂhﬂlubjﬁlmhmqihﬁ:my.



