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E Rev.Narayan Vaman Tilak and Rev.V. Santiago %

Rev.Narayan Vaman Thilak was a great national leader of pre-indepen-
dence days and a famous convert to Christianity . He was an ardent follower of
Christ and was from the Orthodox *“Chitpavan Brahmins” of the Konkan Re-
gion .He was also a distant relative of Bal Gangadhara Tilak.

Rev.Santiago was a remarkable multifaceted personality. He was a Poet,
a Preacher, a Pastor, a Professor, a Social Thinker and a great Christian Leader.

Asong composed by Narayana Vaman Tilak in Marathi had been translated from Marathi to
Tamil by Rev. Prof .V. Santiago. This song “Arumaiyura nee erangi “ appears as Lyric 192 in Christuva
paamalai and Keerthanai book of the Church of South India. This song is full of faith, devotion and
dedication worth to be sung in Carnatic style.

Christian Marathi Poet Narayan Vaman Thilak

Early Life

He was born on 6th December 1861 in the village of Karajhgaon in Ratnagiri District.in
Maharastra . He studied in the town of Kalyan near Mumbai from 1869-1873. In the beginning he
studied Sanskrit literature and during the following four years studied the same in the town of Nashik.
After learning English and other subjects from 1877 t01889, he married Manakaranika Gokhale in
1880 as arranged by his family . In order to support his family he undertook a job as a teacher . His
wife was later called as Lakshmibai Tilak. Laxmibai had no formal education but through Tilak's
encouragement learned to read and write Marathi. She mastered the language that she later wrote her
autobiography Smruti Chitre a masterpiece in Marathi.

Tilak worked in different places in Maharashtra in various jobs at different times in his
life. He took over the job of ateacher, a Hindu priest and a printing press compositor. In 1891, he got
a job in Nagpur as a translator of Sanskrit literature. He also wrote some poems in Sanskrit in the
following years. Under the patronage of Appasaheb Buti, he edited a Marathi magazine named Rushi
for a while which aimed at discussions on Hindu religious matters.

In Search of Truth

From his early days he was in search of truth and wanted to serve his fellow men and the country.
He resorted to Yoga and also retreated to the hill top for two years in search of truth establishing an
ashram and published many books during that time. But yet God was far from him and his heart longed

for knowing the living God.
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In 1893, as Tilak was travelling by train from Nagpur to Rajnandgoan located in the Central
Province of India in search of employment he met a Protestant missionary named Ernest Ward of the
Free Methodist Church. Earnest spoke of Christianity to him and presented a copy of the Bible to
Tilak. He moreover whispered a prophecy in Tilak's ears that Tilak would convert in less than two
years to Christianity. Tilak read the Bible because he had promised to do so to Ernest. As he read
through the Bible he could clearly see in the teachings of Jesus, the answers to all the questions he
wanted to know about religion. He was actually on the verge of starting a new religion by himself
when he was amazed to find the answers to all the questions in his mind in the Sermon on the Mount
by Jesus. He was attracted much towards Christianity that he gave up hinduism and formally accepted
Christ.

The conversion of Lakshmibai

Though his wife was unaware , Tilak went to Mumbai and accepted to follow Jesus Christ on 10
February 1895. A new song sprang within his heart and he got baptized .The religious differences
between Tilak and his wife resulted in the separation of the two for some time. During the time of
separation, Laxmibai was absolutely ruined due to lack of support. She accepted Christianity in 1900,
and they both joined together with much mutual love .His life was always under threat but the Lord
miraculously saved him from every danger. He strongly believed that the only hope for India was Jesus
Christ.

Tilak quotes “The traditional way of union with the Supreme through bhakti (devotion), may be
summed up in the four words, samipata (nearness), salokata (association), sarupata (likeness), and
sayujyta (‘'yokedness' or union); this has helped me to enter into the meaning of that series of Christ's
sayings -- 'Come after Me', 'Take My Yoke upon you', '‘Become like unto Me' and 'Abide in Me'.”

His Contributions

Tilak lived in the town of Ahmadnagar and preached in the church for about 24 years until his
death in 1919.Tilak had moved to Satara two years before his death. In Ahmednagar he founded the
Marathi magazine Dnyanodaya which is still in circulation. Rev.Narayan Vaman Tilak wrote his
UPASANA SANGEET in Marathi . He has written more then two thousand Bhajans and Abhangs in
Indian tradition and presented the gospel to the Indian in Indian style. He was a great and selfless
servant of the Lord. He was scholar of Sanskrit and a genius. Tilak introduced “Bhajans” and “Kirtan”
into the Marathi church enriching their devotional life by the art form familiar to them. “He never gave
up his Indian cultural birth right but brought the riches of Hindu heritage into the Church”. Narayan
Vamanrao Tilak has written more than 2100 poems, some of them comprising of more than hundreds of
lines. He also started to compose in Marathi an epic titled “Khristayana” describing the work of Jesus
Christ in the native Indian form.He died after finishing just ten of its chapters. Lakshmibai later com-
pleted the epic by adding 64 chapters . Tilak's life journey is one of finding Christ as Lord, Savior and

%C:ru and then of finding his way back into the Hindu context as a fully devoted follower of Chris;'@
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Christian Tamil Poet Rev. Prof .V. Santiago

Rev. Prof .V. Santiago was a great Christian Leader and Poet from Vaththalagundu in Madurai
District. Santiago's father Mr. Vethamuthu was a Catholic Christian and he later became a Protestant.
Mr. V.Vethamuthu was blessed with four sons and two lovely daughters. Out these four sons of Mr.
Vethamuthu , three were great Christian Poets. Mr. V. Santaigo's brother Mr. V Masillamani (author of
the Christian Hymn, "Thanthaanai Thuthippome, Thiruchchabaiyare Kavi Paadi ) and Mr. V. Benjamin
were great Christian Poets.

Santiago's Contributions

Mr V, Santiago had written the following famous Tamil Christian Hymns “Varavanum
Paaranaveeye” , “Antha Naal Packianaal”, “Vinthai Kiristhesu Raja”, “Devanae Naan
Vumathandail”, “En ullam kavarum”, “Yesu Naan Nirkkum Kanmalaiye” , “Thanthan Ennai
Yesuve”, “En Siluvai Ediththu En Yesuva”, “Nitham Muyal Maname, Parisutha jeeviyaththil”
, “Dasarae Ihtharaniai Annbaai Yesuvukku Sonthamaakuvom’ and some more lovely Tamil
Christian songs

After collegiate education Mr Santiago worked as a teacher in Pasumalai High school for
14 years from 1891. Later Mr Santiago worked as Professor of Mathematics in the famous American
College, Madurai for some years. Mr.V.Santiago had a natural flair for theological education and
evangelical work. Prof V. Sangtiago finished his theological education and was ordained as a Priest
and worked as an ordained Pastor at Vaththalagundu and Pasumalai Churches . He was a God fearing
man, creative thinker and great Christian leader. In 1917

Mr. V Santiago was elected as the President of the South India United Church (SIUC) and in
1919 he was elected as the Moderator of the South India United Church.

His translation of Rev.Narayanan Vaman Tilak's song “Arumayura nee erangi” is a great trib-
ute paid to a great Marathi poet by a great tamil poet. Language was never a barrier to know the love of
Christ , feel the love of Christ and express Christ's love to others .

Dr.Vasantha Kalyani David
Professor in Computer Science,
Avinashilingam University, Coimbatore
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